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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shal! be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 2, 5 - 21, and 24 - 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 6,990,633 issued to Hitoshi Miyasaka et al 
(hereinafter "Miyasaka"). 

Regarding claim 1, Miyasaka discloses a method of retrieving news content from 
a news aggregation server (Figure 3, column 3 line 30, et seq.), comprising: 

hosting first news content at a first news server (Figure 2B element 44, et seq.); 

receiving user input selecting news content of the first news content (column 3 
lines 43 - 45, et seq.); 

sending query data, associated with the selected news content, to the news 
aggregation server (Figure 4 element 5, column 4 lines 29 - 31 ; 34 - 37, et seq.); 

receiving second news content from the news aggregation server resulting from 
a search performed at the news aggregation server using the query data (column 4 
lines 31 - 37, et seq.); and 
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hosting the second news content, in conjunction with the first news content, at 
the first news server (column 4 lines 31 - 33; 37 - 40, et seq.). 

Claim 18 is essentially the same as claim 1 except it sets forth the limitation as "a 
system" rather than "a method", therefore rejected based on the rationale discussed in 
claim 1 rejection. 

Regarding claim 2, Miyasaka discloses the query data comprises a Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL) associated with the selected news content (column 1 lines 32 
- 33, column 1 3 line 16; 31 ,et seq.). 

Regarding claim 5, Miyasaka discloses the news aggregation server aggregates 
news content from a plurality of news sources and groups the news content (column 4 
lines 31 -40, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 6, Miyasaka discloses the search involves comparing the URL 
with the grouped news content to determine a group from the grouped news content to 
which the URL belongs (column 1 lines 33, column 4 line 14, column 13 lines 30 - 32, 
et seq.). 

Regarding claim 7, Miyasaka discloses the query data comprises a textual 
portion of the selected news content (Figure 5C, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 8, Miyasaka discloses the news aggregation server generates a 
search query for use in the search based on the textual portion of the selected news 
content (Figure 5C, column 3 lines 29 - 31; 34 - 37, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 9, Miyasaka discloses the textual portion of the selected news 
content comprises key words of the selected news content (Figure 5C, et seq.). 
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Regarding claim 10, Miyasaka discloses a method of creating custom news 
documents, comprising: 

periodically producing one or more custom search queries related to news of 
interest (Figure 5E, et seq.); 

sending the one or more search queries at periodic intervals across a network to 
a news search server that aggregates news from a plurality of news sources (column 4 
lines 34 - 37, et seq.); 

receiving news content corresponding to the one or more search queries from 
the news search server (column 4 lines 9 - 12, et seq.); 

inserting the news content into the custom news documents (column 3 lines 45 - 
49, et seq.); and 

permitting access to clients, from across the network, to the custom news 
documents (Figure 3, column 3 line 67 - column 4 line 2, et seq.). 

Claim 14 is essentially the same as claim 10 except it sets forth the limitation as 
"a system" rather than "a method", therefore rejected based on the rationale discussed 
in claim 10 rejection. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Miyasaka discloses news content inserted into the custom 
news documents is updated at periodic intervals (Figure 5E, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 12, Miyasaka discloses the news search server executes a 
search using the one or more search queries to retrieve the news content (Figures 5B - 
5C, column 4 lines 34 - 37, et seq.). 
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Regarding claim 13, Miyasaka discloses the custom news documents are stored 
at a custom news server that is remote from the news search server (Figure 3, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 15, Miyasaka discloses a method of providing news content to 
an external server that hosts customized news content, comprising: 

fetching news content from a plurality of news source servers (column 4 lines 34 
- 37, et seq.); 

aggregating the news content (column 4 lines 34 - 40, et seq.); 

periodically receiving one or more search queries from the external server 
(column 4 lines 29 - 37, et seq.); 

searching the aggregated news content based, at least in part, on the one or 
more search queries (column 3 lines 9 - 12; 29 - 31 , et seq.); and 

periodically providing news content to the external server based on results of the 
searches (Figure 3, et seq.). 

Claim 16 recites receiving compensation from an entity associated with the 
external server for providing the news content to the external server. It is inherent and 
also well known in the art that news content provider service (column 16 line 20 - 
column 17 line 67, et seq.) gets compensated for their service by users/subscribers. 

Regarding claim 17, Miyasaka discloses a system for providing client access to 
customized news content, comprising: 

a custom news source server configure to: 

periodically send one or more customized search queries to a news 

search server (Figure 5E, et seq.); 
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wherein the news search is configured to: 

store news content from a plurality of news source servers (column 4 lines 
34 - 37, et seq.), 

periodically receive the one or more search queries from the custom news 
source server (Figure 5E, et seq.), 

search the stored news content based on the one or more search queries 
(column 3 lines 9 - 12; 29 - 31 , et seq.), and 

periodically provide news content to the custom news source server based 
on results of the searches (Figures 3 and 5E, et seq.); 

wherein the custom news source server is further configured to permit access to 
clients, from across a network, to the news content provided by the news search server 
(Figure 3, column 3 line 67 - column 4 line 2, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 19, Miyasaka discloses a method of retrieving news content 
from a news server, comprising: 

permitting client access to first news content contained in one or more news 
documents stored at a custom document server (Figure 3, column 3 line 67 - column 4 
line 2, et seq.); 

sending query data to the news server based, at least in part, on a portion of the 
first news content that is accessed by the client (column 4 lines 29 - 31 ; 34 - 37, et 
seq.); 

receiving second news content from the news server based, at least in part, on 
the query data (column 4 lines 31 - 37, et seq.); 
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incorporating the second news content into the one or more news documents 
(column 4 lines 34 - 40, et seq.); and 

permitting client access to the second news content at the custom document 
server (Figure 3, column 3 line 67 - column 4 line 2, et seq.). 

Claim 29 is essentially the same as claim 19 except it sets forth the limitation as 
"a custom news server" rather than "a method", therefore rejected based on the 
rationale discussed in claim 19 rejection. 

Regarding claim 20, Miyasaka discloses the news server executes a search, 
using the query data, to retrieve the second news content (column 4 lines 34 - 37, et 
seq.). 

Regarding claim 21, Miyasaka discloses the query data comprises a Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL) associated with the selected news content (column 1 lines 32 
- 33, column 13 line 16; 31,et seq.). 

Regarding claim 24, Miyasaka discloses the news server aggregates news 
content from a plurality of news sources and groups the news content (column 3 lines 
45 - 49, column 4 lines 34 - 40, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 25, Miyasaka discloses the search algorithm compares the URL 
with the grouped news content to determine a group from the grouped news content to 
which the URL belongs (column 1 lines 33, column 4 line 14, column 13 lines 30 - 32, 
et seq.). 

Regarding claim 26, Miyasaka discloses the query data comprises a textual 
portion of the selected news content (Figure 5C, et seq.). 
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Regarding claim 27, Miyasaka discloses the news aggregation server generates 
a search query for use in the search based on the textual portion of the selected news 
content (Figure 5C, column 3 lines 29 - 31 ; 34 - 37, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 28, Miyasaka discloses the textual portion of the selected news 
content comprises key words of the selected news content (Figure 5C, et seq.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4 and 22 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miyasaka in view of U.S. Publication Number 2002/0103809 issued 
to Timothy W. Starzl et al (hereinafter "Starzl"). 

Regarding claim 3, Miyasaka discloses the query data comprising the URL. 

Miyasaka does not explicitly disclose a server that's capable retrieving at least a 
portion of text of the news content. 

However, Starzl discloses a server that's capable retrieving at least a portion of 
text of the news content (paragraph 14 lines 5 - 16; 1 8 - 23, et seq.). At the time of the 
present invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the data 
processing art to combine the two references because Starzl's text retrieval method 
would have enabled Miyasaka's system to retrieve most relevant content by using the 
keyword information (which is obtained from the news content) contained in the query. 
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Regarding claim 4, Starzl discloses the at least a portion of the text of the 
selected news content comprises key words of the selected news content (paragraph 
14 lines 5 - 16; 18 - 23, et seq.). 

Claims 22 and 23 are also rejected based on the rationale discussed in claims 3 
and 4 rejections. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Number 6,981 ,040 issued to Yochai Konig et al discloses a method 
for providing automatic, personalized information services to a computer user. 

U.S. Publication Number 2004/0006743 issued to Kazushige Oikawa et al 
discloses a method for re-editing and redistributing a WWW document according to a 
user's will. 

U.S. Publication Number 2002/0124055 issued to Richard R. Reisman discloses 
a method for operating a user station configured for communications with a multiplicity 
of independently operated data sources via a non-proprietary network. 

U.S. Patent Number 6,516,337 issued to Gary W. Tripp et al discloses a search 
engine utilizing a bottom-up approach to index the content of a network instead of 
relying on atop-down approach. 
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